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And when they were singing, before the sermon, he 
came in, and when they had done singing he stood up 
upon a seat or form, and desired ' that he might have 
liberty to speak;' and he that was in the pulpit said he 
might.

And while the congregation was singing, just before the 
sermon was to begin, he came into the steeple-house. 
When the singing ended, he stood up on something and 
asked if he might speak, and the preacher in the pulpit 
said that he might.

And the first words that he spoke were as followeth: 'He
is not a Jew that is one outward, neither is that 
circumcision which is outward; but he is a Jew that is 
one inward, and that is circumcision which is of the 
heart.' 

He began by recalling Paul's teaching in Romans 2: 'He 
is not a Jew [i.e., a member of God's people] who is one 
outwardly, but he is a Jew who is one inwardly; that is 
the circumcision of the heart, in the spirit and not in the 
letter.'

And so he went on and said that Christ was the light of 
the world, and lighteth every man that cometh into the 
world, and that by this light they might be gathered to 
God,' &c. I stood up in my pew, and wondered at his 
doctrine; for I had never heard such before. 

He went on to say that Christ is the Light of the world 
and enlightens every person who comes into the world, 
and that by that Christ-Light people may be gathered to 
God, and so on. I rose in my pew in wonder, for I had 
never before heard such teaching.

And then he went on, and opened the scriptures, and 
said, 'The scriptures were the prophets' words, and 
Christ's and the apostles' words, and what as they spoke 
they enjoyed and possessed, and had it from the Lord:' 
and said, 'Then what had any to do with the scriptures, 
but as they came to the spirit that gave them forth. 

Continuing, he opened the scriptures and said, 'The 
scriptures contain the words of the prophets, and of 
Christ, and of the apostles, words expressing that which 
the Lord inspired in them. Therefore, what has anyone 
to do with the scriptures unless he or she is in the Lord's 
spirit that inspired those scriptures?'

You will say, Christ saith this, and the apostles say this; 
but what canst thou say? Art thou a child of light, and 
hast walked in the light, and what thou speakest, is it 
inwardly from God?' &c.

'You can quote Christ and the apostles from the 
scriptures, but are you inspired by the Lord to speak the 
equivalent of scripture now? Have you died to the 
Adamic self and become a child of the Light? Have you 
been walking in the Light? Are the words that you speak
inspired immediately by God?'

This opened me so, that it cut me to the heart; and then I
saw clearly, we were all wrong. So I sat down in my 
pew again, and cried bitterly; and I cried in my spirit to 
the Lord, 'We are all thieves, we are all thieves, we have
taken the scriptures in words, and know nothing of them
in ourselves.'

His words opened me and wounded my heart. I saw 
clearly that we had all been wrong. I sat down in the 
pew and cried bitterly, crying in my spirit to the Lord: 
'We are all thieves; we are all thieves; we have stolen 
words from the inspired writings of others, but we know
nothing of inspiration in ourselves.'

 So that served me, that I cannot well tell what he spake 
afterwards; but he went on in declaring against the false 
prophets, and priests, and deceivers of the people.

I was so deeply affected by those words that I can't 
remember exactly what he said afterwards, except that 
he was declaring against the false prophets and the 
priests, deceivers of the people.


