
JOHN EVERARD AND GEORGE FOX ON HOW TO READ SCRIPTURE

John Everard was an influential preacher in London during the years immediately preceding the rise of 
the Quaker movement. Everard’s hermeneutic, or manner of interpreting scripture, was strikingly 
similar to that which George Fox would adopt. Everard, however, was a more succinct and polished 
writer. For comparison, following are excerpts from each about how scripture should be interpreted and
applied.

John Everard, from  Some Gospel Treasures, or the Holiest of All Unvailing (some spelling and
punctuation updated):

Many ... know not so much as the History, the bare letter of the Scriptures ….  [W]hat shall they do,
then, how far are they from the Mystery, who have not attained the bare Shell, the bare History and 
Outside? Those indeed must be known (though in themselves they do us no good), for they are the 
way to the Mystery: And without the History we cannot have the Mystery …. We must not 
therefore cast away the Letter because that is but the Book or the Casket which brings us the Word 
[i.e., the divine Logos]: And though they (those Letters) be not the living Word, and in themselves 
do us no good if we go no farther, yet know we cannot have the Kernel without the Shell. (p. 36)

But the Apostle [Paul], and so I, would bring the history home to ourselves, to our own 
Particulars; for what are these Histories to us? What good is it to us, that there was a Mount 
Sinai, or a Mount Sion? And that Abraham had two Sons, the one by the Bond-Woman, the other
by the Free-Woman? But mark, I pray you, he would shew and teach us, that the Son of the 
Bond-Woman in us, which is the Son of Fear, should be cast out; and the Son of the Free-Woman
that is the Son of Love should inherit; So always reserving the Truth of the Letter, yet not losing 
the true Sense and the Meaning; But if we rest and dwell on the Letter, or on the History, and so 
only take it as an History, and not see our own selves represented in it and by it: Then that 
History, that Letter kills; But it is the Spirit only that gives Life, viz. The Mind and the Meaning: 
for there is no Scripture, but [i.e., except that] it is as a Glass to behold our own Faces, our own 
Hearts.

… You must not think to find the hidden Wisdom of God floating on the Top of the Letter; but 
within is the secret Place of the most high. Gold will not swim, but sinks to the Bottom, and if 
you will find it, you must dive for it.     (p. 209)

George Fox:

And the scriptures, which [are] writings, outward writings, with paper and ink, are not … infallible,
nor are they divine, but human, and [people] get a human knowledge from them; and so writings 
with paper and ink are not infallible, nor is the scripture the ground of faith, but [the living] Christ 
[is the ground], who was before the scripture was written; this the scripture tells you, and that God 
is divine; and the scriptures are the words of God, which Christ, the [W]ord, ends, who is the author
of the faith.     (The Great Mystery, p 476).

Then I asked them whether their mountain of sin was brought down and laid low in them? and 
their rough and crooked ways made smooth and straight in them? [Fox is referring to scripture 



passages Is. 40:4 and Lk. 3:5.] They looked upon the scriptures as meaning outward mountains 
and ways; but I told them [that] they must find them [i.e., the mountains and ways] in their own 
hearts; which they seemed to [wonder] at.     (Journal, p. 96)

I saw the state of those, both priests and people, who, in reading the scriptures, cry out much 
against Cain, Esau, Judas, and other wicked men of former times [who are] mentioned in the 
holy scriptures, but do not see the nature of Cain, of Esau, of Judas, and those others in 
themselves. These said, it was they, they, they, that were the bad people; putting it off from 
themselves: but when some of these came, with the light and spirit of truth, to see into 
themselves, then they came to say, I, I, I, it is I myself that have been the Ishmael, the Esau, &c. 
For then they saw the nature of wild Ishmael in themselves; the nature of Cain, Esau, Corah, 
Baalam, and of the son of perdition in themselves, sitting above all that is called God in them. So
I saw [that] it was the fallen man that was got up into the scriptures and was finding fault with 
those before mentioned, and with the backsliding Jews, calling them the sturdy oaks, tall cedars, 
fat bulls of Bashan, wild heifers, vipers, serpents, &c. and charging them, that it was they that 
closed their eyes, stopped their ears, hardened their hearts, and were dull of hearing; that it was 
they that hated the light, rebelled against it, quenched the spirit, vexed and grieved it, walked 
despitefully against the spirit of grace, and turned the grace of God into wantonness; that it was 
they that resisted the holy ghost, got the form of godliness, and turned against the power; and 
that they were the inwardly ravening wolves who had got the sheep's clothing; and that they 
were the wells without water, clouds without rain, trees without fruit, &c. But when these, who 
were so much taken up with finding fault with others, and thought themselves clear from these 
things, came to look into themselves, and with the light of Christ thoroughly to search 
themselves, they might see enough of this in themselves; then the cry could not be, it is he or 
they, but I and we are found in these conditions.

I saw also how people read the scriptures without a right sense of them, and without duly 
applying them to their own states. For when they read that death reigned from Adam to Moses, 
that the law and the prophets were until John, and that the least in the kingdom is greater than 
John, they read these things without [i.e., outside of] them[selves] and applied them to others 
(and the things were true of others), but they did not turn in to find the truth of these things in 
themselves.     (Journal, p. 87, punctuation updated; emphasis added ))


